
CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
         PUBLIC HEARING 

         MAY 12, 2021 
     
In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically:   
 

A Public Hearing was held electronically by the Sylvan Lake City Council on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 via zoom, opening at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Clarke presiding. 
 
 Present: Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 

      (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 
 Absent: None    PH-002-21 B-003-21 
 Also Present:  City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and Attorney Schultz 
 
PRESENTATION AND PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2021/22 BUDGET 
 
The public hearing was scheduled to receive public input regarding the proposed 2021/2022 
budget.   
 
Martin made a power point presentation.  Millage Rates continue to drop as expected as a result 
of the Headlee amendment.  Approximately .0750 mills reduction this year. 
 
Martin showed how the millage rates are calculated with Headlee, the breakdown of proposed 
millage rates, and dollars collected for each millage.  Martin noted the infrastructure millage that 
was voted in at the November 2020 election is showing but will not be levied until 2023.  He is 
showing this because Headlee requires it to roll back each year.  When it is levied in 2023 it will 
be lower than the 3 mills voted.  The proposed total millage to be levied for fiscal year 2021-
2022 will be 17.8772 the General Operating total being 12.9554 mills.  He explained how the 
debt millage is calculated.  The Combined Water/Sewer and Street/Drain Debt expires October 
2022 and the Community Center Debt October 2026.  
 
Through proper planning and foresight, the city has been funding OPEB (other post-employment 
benefits) at an accelerated rate, and we continue to be100% funded. We have also continued to 
aggressively fund our pension system, and it is funded at over 90%.    

Revenues have a proposed increase of 1.6%.  Martin highlighted federal grant funds the city is 
receiving.  He explained the general fund expenditures has some new departments.  GASB 
now requires the Clerk and Treasurer be accounted for separately even though one employee 
does both jobs.  He divided the original budget for Treasurer, making the Clerk’s 54% and 
Treasurer 46%.  Federal Grant expenses is another new department which again will be offset 
by revenues.  Future Capital Outlay is the last new department which Martin created to help 
budget for future expenses from their capital outlay spreadsheet they used for the 
infrastructure/ millage.  This money won’t be spent.  It will be earmarked in the fund balance 
for the future, budgeting a portion each year. 
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Next Martin shared there is no increase in the Water/Sewer rates this year.  The Garbage and 
Rubbish cost per household based on the contract will be $197.64 this year, an increase of $4.34. 

Martin reviewed the Water/Sewer and Street Drainage debit expiring in 2022. Last year the 
millage rate to repay that bond is 5.0757 mills. The expectation was that voters would be asked 
to approve a 5-mill infrastructure millage.  State tax law stated we can only levy 3 mills at this 
time.  The voters approved a 3-mill Infrastructure millage in November 2020 effective in 2023. 
City Council will be discussing placing a question on the ballot for the remaining 2-mills for 
infrastructure improvements at the November 2022 election. The millages would replace the 
current millage (not additional millage). 
 
He summed up with saying they will focus on making wise investments in our city and our 
future.   
 
Mayor Clarke thanked Martin for the presentation and opened the meeting to the public.    
 
Councilmember Cowper asked what the percentage is for property taxes, for residential verses 
commercial property.  Martin estimated 85-86% residential and 14-15% is commercial, 
industrial and utilities.  Cowper discussed how the Community Center revenues don’t offset the 
expenses to maintain the Community Center.  The city is always looking for ways to better use 
the center. 
 
There were no other comments. 
 
Mayor Clarke closed the Public Hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                            
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  
 


